
 

 

A parish sharing our God-given gifts 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
I write this with a heavy heart as I 
say goodbye to Our Lady of the 
Ridge as my time here ends on 
July 1, and the parish starts a 
new life uniting with St. Linus. I 
can’t believe it’s been 12 years 
since I arrived. Change is and will 
be difficult for both you and me 
as we begin a new path following 

Jesus. As one Eucharistic prayer for funeral services 
reads: “Life is changed, not ended.”  We have to 
believe and trust God for the future of a new parish, 
and for myself, knowing God is in control. “Now faith 
is confidence in what we hope for, and assurance 
about what we do not know.”  – Hebrews 11:1 
 
We’ve shared many good times, along with some 
sad ones, as a parish family. This is part of life. Now 
is the time to reflect on the past. I arrived at Our Lady 
on July 1, 2009, as I was going through a difficult 
time as my mother was in the hospital, followed by 
time spent at Manor Care. In fact, one of the nurses 
belonged to Our Lady and helped me care for her. 
My mom passed away that September, and the 
parish was very supportive while I grieved. Some of 
our school children attended the funeral Mass with 
Sr. Stephanie, along with others from our parish.  
 

I recall the fun times we had at the fundraisers and 
celebrations for the parish, school, Men’s Club, 
Knights of Columbus, Stewardship, Our Lady of 
Knock and Our Lady of Guadalupe, to name a few. 
We sold plants, pumpkins, wreaths, candles, 
tamales, candy, especially the chocolate. We 
enjoyed the annual Men’s Club Boxing Show for over 
50 years and the AFC/NFC Final Four parties (all the 
gambling that went on – I was lucky enough to win a 
few times). I went to some of the sporting events like 
the Duffy Bowl and basketball games. I especially 
enjoyed when the kids played against the parents/
coaches! Who could forget all the “yummy” dinner 
events, such as St. Patrick’s Day corned beef and 
cabbage, spaghetti dinner and fish frys, sponsored 
by the Knights of Columbus? They were about more 
than the food, music and dancing. There was the 
Motorcycle Blessing on Memorial Day, the Fifth 
Sunday Rosary after Mass, the shirts bought for our 
confirmation class, breakfast for the ER program and 
many more occasions that the Knights provided 
assistance to the parish and school. 
 
Our school was a major part of parish life and 
community that embodied joy and provided an 
excellent education to all parish children. Together 
as one church family, we celebrated the sacraments, 
May Crownings, graduations and special Masses. 
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share the message of Jesus with others, and be a living witness to our faith.  
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I won’t forget the school FUN fundraisers, 5K Run, 
Game-a-Thon, field trips, especially the 7th and 8th 
grade trips to Springfield and Milwaukee, trips with 
the younger children to the zoo, pumpkin patches, 
the show and museums. They were fun for all! 
 
We had the biggest gathering at the Save Our 
School fundraiser, and everyone participated, donat-
ed and volunteered as we raised over $300,000 in 
just two months with a lot of hard work and dedica-
tion. We organized and implemented raffle tickets, 
auctions, candy sales and the big event at Bourbon 
Street with entertainment and many people attending 
to support our school. You name it….we did it! We 
did our best for the first year, but the Archdiocese 
requested we raise more money which would have 
put a burden on our families and parishioners. And 
so, in 2018, we closed Our Lady of the Ridge School 
which was a sad time for all of us. We remember all 
of the good sisters who taught here unselfishly, es-
pecially Sr. Stephanie and Sr. Mary Kathleen, and 
the excellent teachers, aides, parents, School Board 
and helpers involved in the education, faith formation 
and values of our students during the 64 years it 
served the community. Sadly, we said goodbye to 
one of those teachers, Kathleen Stein, who fought a 
good fight with cancer. She was loved by all and is 
remembered fondly by her former students. I pray for 
all those involved, living and deceased, and thank all 
the dedicated people who made our school so out-
standing. I will always be grateful for the support I 
received and the friendships that have grown more 
meaningful and made my life brighter because of 
working together. 
 
We expanded our BEDS Plus Program from once a 
week for men, women and children on Wednesdays 
to twice a week for men only on Sundays. The pan-
demic shattered our plans for helping the homeless. 
We still help wherever we can by filling plastic bags 
with some food for those living in motels or shelters. 
It’s not much, but it’s appreciated. Thank you for all 
you’ve done for our homeless and keep praying this 
pandemic ends and their lives return to normal, and 
we can continue to support and help others less for-
tunate. You’ve given hope to those in need and your 
generosity is appreciated and will be rewarded. 
 
Our St. Vincent de Paul Society extended its space, 
using the library and computer room to store items 
you generously donated. This dedicated team provid-
ed food to parishioners and those in the community. 
They distributed dairy products, breads and house-
hold items as well as canned, boxed, packaged and 
other foods. They had three “food give-aways” for 
anyone interested or in need of food. The first time 
they handed out fruits and vegetables; the next two 
times they handed out fresh produce, meat and dairy 
products in collaboration with the Village of Chicago 
Ridge, John Burns Construction Co. and donated by 
Convoy of Hope. Thank you to all who donated and 

to those who gave their time helping those in need. 
 
ALPHA, an Evangelization ministry, started two 
years ago. It’s one of the programs the Archdiocese 
recommends parishes incorporate into their church-
es. It welcomes all individuals to encounter a closer 
relationship with Jesus through hospitality, discus-
sion, prayer, music, scripture and witness. As part of 
this, our 11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass was livestreamed 
during the pandemic, keeping those not able to at-
tend Mass in person connected to our parish. 
 
I’d like to thank the Stewardship Committee, Pastoral 
Council and Finance Committee for their faithful ser-
vice. I’m grateful for their input and valuable advice 
and recommendations in ensuring a more vibrant 
parish. All the meetings, discussions and concerns 
were vital in making the parish run smoothly. Often 
your time and effort went without acknowledgement 
but I appreciated all of the energy and time put into 
serving our parish and consulting with me on many 
issues. Thank you and may God bless you for your 
commitment to and concern for our parish. 
 
God blessed Our Lady of the Ridge with many gen-
erous people who gave their time, effort and love by 
volunteering in our ministries, which not only served 
the parish but also the community. Whether you 
served as a part of liturgical, reached out to those in 
need, decorated, cleaned, participated in prayer or 
support groups, taught or belonged to any other min-
istry, I’m so grateful to all who made our parish a 
welcoming, compassionate and loving place for so 
many of God’s children. You’re a part of God’s plan 
and how He works through His people. With your 
help, we reached out to others and gave back to God 
the blessings He has given us. In ways we may nev-
er know, the time and care you gave others may 
have opened their hearts and given them an encoun-
ter with Jesus through your service to God and the 
mission of the Church. What a gift you have given to 
others! Thank you to all of the volunteers and minis-
try leaders. Also, with Covid-19, we needed more 
volunteers to greet, register, distribute hand sanitizer, 
check temperatures, trace and clean the church. 
Thank you so much to all who helped! 
 

We truly lived stewardship as a way of life at this 
amazing parish. Simply put, stewardship is about giv-
ing yourself in service to God and His people. Many 
people gave their time, talent and treasure back to 
God and His church. New parishioners joined our 
faithful members by volunteering, greeting people, 
cleaning after Masses and giving their time behind 
the scenes. Our parishioners have been so generous 
financially that I never had to ask or preach about 
contributions. We paid our bills without asking for an-
other loan from the Archdiocese. In fact, this year we 
paid off our loan on the “new church” – and it only  
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took 20 years (some of the interest was forgiven by 
the Archdiocese). Thank you to all for whatever you 
did, how much you gave financially and for your 
overwhelming support to the parish. We could not 
have done it without you. 
 
Many who are in need or homeless and ask for food, 
gas or money to pay for medicine or other necessi-
ties have knocked on the rectory door. We listen and 
help take care of those challenges. People, myself 
included, have donated money to assist with such 
requests to help support this ministry as best we can. 
Not many people realize how generous we are to our 
less fortunate brothers and sisters. Another important 
piece to my ministry as a priest is when the phone 
rings at any hour of the day or night, I answer  
it to administer to the sick or dying. It’s a time in the 
life of parishioners and community members when 
they need God to bring them peace and comfort.  
I’ve also experienced many sad moments during 
these last 12 years. We’ve buried infants, people in 
their 100’s, people from large families, small families, 
people who have been alone and were wards of the 
state where only one or two people attended their 
service. I tried to attend all the services of those bur-
ied from Our Lady of the Ridge, including those who 
were not parishioners, to express our compassion 
and care and to help the grieving know they are 
loved and in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
Through our Bereavement Ministry, Marg Landry as-
sisted me at every funeral Mass. At a time when peo-
ple are experiencing grief and decision-making is dif-
ficult, she comforted and helped families plan a 
Christian burial for their loved one. She assisted 
them in every aspect of the liturgy and planning of 
the Mass. It was a heavy responsibility and her dedi-
cation, compassion and service to the parish and me 
were greatly appreciated. 
 
The Bereavement Support Group started seven 
years ago for people seeking comfort as well as un-
derstanding the grief process of both emotional and 
physical feelings. Before the pandemic, the group 
met on a regular basis to engage in conversations 
and discussions on how to deal with grief. Condo-
lence letters were sent to families that buried a loved 
one from our parish and to inform them of the sup-
port group. They made new friendships, participated 
in art projects in memory of their deceased loved 
ones and occasionally went out for dinner as one lit-
tle step toward beginning the change in their lives. 
The support group emphasized Jesus is always with 
those who mourn and sends others to care. 
 
I’ve been taking pictures of most of the events, spe-
cial Masses, sacraments, fundraisers, and indoor 
and outdoor decorations. I’ve enjoyed taking them, 
not only to show everyone how alive our parish is, 
but I’ll also be able to look back and remember with 

great joy the memories we made together. 
 
As I close this chapter of my life, I want to thank all of 
the staff, past and present, who’ve been a great help 
and support to me. My gratitude and prayers go to 
Deacon Edwin Hill, Deacon John Orzechowski, Joe 
Dillon, Kim Geissler, John Black, Barb Zickterman, 
Bob Clark, Peter Cyscon, and our Franciscan friends 
Sr. Stephanie and Sr. Mary Kathleen. 
 
Thank you to the teachers, aides and school chil-
dren. Daisy loved it when the kids said “Hi Daisy” – 
and then they acknowledged me! Thank you to the 
ER teachers, aides, students and parents who gave 
us the gift of their children and responsibility to pass 
on the faith to them. There have been so many activ-
ities, organizations, over 40 ministries and individuals 
to thank that I could write a book (it seems I’ve al-
ready started the introduction). To all organizations 
and ministries that made Our Lady great, caring for 
others spiritually, emotionally, and physically with 
such joy making our parish a place of worship, filled 
with hope and love, I say it once again:  What an 
amazing and generous parish! If I’ve overlooked 
someone or something, please forgive me as this 
has been a busy and emotional time. 
 
Words cannot express my thanks for each of you, for 
staying the course with me through all the times 
whether you agreed or not with my decisions, for be-
ing there for me, whenever or whatever, and for 
brightening my days, but let me try. Please know my 
gratitude and love for all of you, and although my life 
has been like a roller coaster ride these last few 
months with excitement, apprehension, exhaustion, 
and above all, hope and trust in God, one thing has 
remained constant – my overwhelming gratitude and 
the great joy you’ve given me over the years. We’ve 
been through a lot, sharing laughter and tears, and 
facing the challenges of these last few months; we’ve 
cared for one another through it all. I hope my teach-
ings, examples and concern for each of you has giv-
en you the gift of God’s love and brought us closer to 
Him through prayer. Together and with God, you can 
build a united parish where you continue to expand 
friendships and love one another. I’ll always treasure 
your friendship and will miss you!  You’ll always re-
main in my thoughts and prayers as I hope you will 
continue to pray for me. One final thought: “It’s not 
how much we give, but how much love we put into 
giving.” – Mother Teresa 
 
Whether it was a smile, card, gift, donation, your 
time, talent, or a simple “Good Morning, Father”, 
you’ve been the greatest gift to me at Our Lady of 
the Ridge Catholic Church. 
 
Love and God bless, 
Fr. Wayne and Daisy 
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As we prepare to unite with 
St. Linus to create our new 
parish as of July 1, 2021, 

this is a great time to update 
our parish records. If you’ve 

moved, changed phone 
numbers, or would like your 

name removed, please 
contact the rectory at 

(708) 425-3800. 
 

Information regarding our 
new parish will be shared as 

it becomes available. 

 

Fr. Wayne’s Farewell 

You’re invited to stop by the 
Gathering Space after any Mass on 

Saturday, June 26 or Sunday, June 27 
 to say goodbye to Fr. Wayne 

and wish him well. 

Please continue to use your 
Our Lady of the Ridge 

envelopes during this transition, 
even if you’re attending Mass 

at St. Linus. 
 

As always, thank you for 
your generosity and support! 

 
 
 
 

“As each one has received a gift, use it 
to serve one another as good stewards 

of God’s varied grace.” 
– 1 Peter 4:10 


