
 

 

A parish sharing our God-given gifts 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Winter can seem so long with 
the days being short and nights 
dark and cold, but it’s a perfect 
time to get cozy and read the 
book, “Rediscover the Saints” 
by Matthew Kelly, that was 
given to you at Christmas. It can 

be a time to reflect on the beauty of the season 
and be thankful for life and to become closer in 
your faith and with Jesus Christ. The Christmas 
season is officially over, and we still have a few 
months of winter left. Spring seems far away, but I 
hope that winter will end soon and spring will be 

here with renewal and regrowth.  

 

On Feb. 26, we begin the season of Lent as we 
celebrate Ash Wednesday, a day of repentance 
and prayer. As the ashes are marked on our 
foreheads, we are reminded, “Remember you are 
dust and to dust you shall return”. Lent is a time for 
fasting, almsgiving, repentance and sacrifice to 
grow in holiness and prepare to celebrate Easter 

with joy. 

 

Spring is a very busy time of the Church year. With 
spring comes Lent and Eastertime, the most 
meaningful liturgical seasons of the year. I hope 
you will participate with us as we walk with Jesus 
on His journey to death in the Stations of the Cross 
every Friday during Lent, receive the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, join us in the blessing of the Easter 
baskets and encounter the Risen Christ on Easter 
Sunday. It is a beautiful welcoming and joyous 
celebration so please join us as a parish family at 
Mass and invite others to feel the Presence and 
joy of Jesus in their hearts on Easter morning. We 
look forward in great anticipation for the message 
of Easter and Christ’s ultimate victory over sin and 
death. It is a day of hope and love that through His 
Resurrection from the dead, eternal life is 
promised to all who believe in Him. “Greater love 
has no one than this; to lay down one’s life for 

one’s friends.” 

 

On March 2 and 3, we invite you to attend our 
Parish Mission. We are excited and privileged to 
hear Fr. Peter Wojcik, who oversees the pastoral 
offices and agencies in the Archdiocese of 

Chicago. 
(continued on page 2) 

 

Mission Statement 
Through worship, prayer and sharing the Gospel Message of Our Savior, Jesus Christ, we offer our 

parish family the opportunity to develop a personal relationship with God. Transformed by  
His Spirit, our parishioners go forth into the larger community to minister to all of God's people, 

share the message of Jesus with others, and be a living witness to our faith.  

A word from the pastor. . . 
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Fr. Peter is a dynamic speaker who will focus on 
Renew My Church and evangelization. Check the 
upcoming bulletins for further information. Don’t 
miss it! “God is not calling us to go to Church; He 
is calling us to be His church, the hope of the 

world.” 

 

As you probably already know, Our Lady of the 
Ridge, along with St. Linus, St. Patricia and 
Sacred Heart, has been activated in the initiative of 
Renew My Church along with other parishes in the 
Archdiocese. We have already attended meetings 
and discussions with the pastors of these parishes 
and those in our grouping with the Archdiocese. 
As we move forward, we will be discussing this 
renewal with the ministries and leadership within 

our own parishes. 

 

One of our parishioners, Rick Landry, has already 
been involved in discussions with other members 
of our parish focusing on Alpha, evangelization, 
missionary discipleship and reflecting on personal 
encounters with Jesus. We are challenged to stay 
focused on our core mission to share the Good 
News within our community and with others and to 
live that mission in all that we say and do. This is 
an integral part of rebuilding our Church as well as 
an important piece of the puzzle in Renew My 

Church. 

 

As the initiative moves ahead, pastors and the 
leadership of the parishes will continue meeting 
with the Archdiocese discussing the steps involved 
in this renewal process. The next phase would be 
to present this information to the parish so that all 

of you are informed and involved in this initiative. 

 

Do I know anything as to the discernment and 
decisions of our parish or grouping? NO! Pastors, 
lay leaders, parishioners will prayerfully consider 
different configurations of the parishes and 
schools such as multi-site parishes, worship sites, 
merged parishes and schools, closings and 
identifying opportunities with the grouping, ending 
in a personal feedback given to the Archdiocese 
as vital input for Cardinal Cupich’s final decision. 
This process will begin sometime in March and a 
final decision will be made in approximately a year. 
It will mean a lot of meetings and overnight 

retreats for prayer and discussion groups with 

other priests and the Archdiocese. 

 

As I have said before, change is difficult. But, the 
love of Jesus NEVER changes. He is always with 
us no matter where this process takes us or what 
changes come our way. As Catholics, we have 
been given a beautiful gift of faith and the love of 
Our Lord that needs to be shared with all of our 
brothers and sisters and to follow Jesus as one of 
His disciples to proclaim the Good News to all. 
Please keep Our Lady of the Ridge and all of the 
parishes involved in Renew My Church in your 
prayers. Let us keep our hearts and minds open 
during this challenging and exciting time. We ask 
God to bring us closer to Him and to let our light 
shine on others by our good works so that others 

may also give honor and glory to Him. 

 

Also during this busy season of spring, our parish 
will celebrate the candidates in the RCIA program 
when they are presented at the Easter Vigil Mass 
to receive the Sacraments of Initiation into our 
Catholic Church. Our second graders in the ER 
Program will receive their First Communion on 
May 2 and our teens in ER will receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation on May 15. I’d like to 
thank all of the teachers and parents who are 
diligently working to prepare our students for this 

significant time in their faith forming years. 

 

For your information, we have purchased new 
equipment for the maintenance of our Church, 
such as a new tractor, salter, a motor for the 
heater in the Parish Center, a garage door opener 
and other miscellaneous items and repairs. We are 
also looking into new carpeting for the Church. All 

of this has not been CHEAP but necessary! 

 

As a final thought, thank you to all of our 
parishioners for your time, talent and treasure in 
making our parish a vital and WELCOMING place 
of worship where so many people call Our Lady of 

the Ridge “HOME”! 

 

God’s peace and blessings and a joyous Happy 

Easter and a prayerful Lenten season! 

 

Fr. Wayne and Daisy 
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Peter’s Points to Ponder 
(an Easter message) 

 

By Fr. Peter Cyscon 
 

Did you ever notice how, no matter what the topic of conversation – be it about 
something good or something painful – there is always someone who says 
something like “I know exactly how you feel”? Did you ever want to shout back, 
“Nobody knows how I feel!”? 

 

Try to imagine what it must have been like on that first Easter Day. The followers of Jesus were still 
upset, confused and wondering what to do. Their friend and teacher, the one who always seemed to 
know what to do and what to say, was gone. Jesus, who welcomed all people and especially all sinners, 
was put to death on a Cross, a death befitting the worst of criminals. He promised them that he would be 
back but they did not grasp the meaning of his words. All they knew was that he died. He was gone. 
They would never see him again.  
 

When Mary Magdalene arrived at the tomb, she found the stone guarding the tomb rolled away. The 
body of Jesus, which she was helping to prepare for burial, was missing. She saw two angels standing 
there, telling her that she had no reason to weep. As she left the tomb, a man standing behind her, 
whom she thought to be the gardener, spoke to her. At first, she did not recognize him. Then realizing 
that it was Jesus, that he had risen from the dead just as he had promised, she ran to greet the 
disciples, shouting “I have seen the Lord!”  
 

The disciples did not say something like “I know how you feel.” Instead, they thought that she was 
confused. It was only when they saw the empty tomb and when Jesus appeared and spoke to them that 
they came to believe and understand his words.  
 

There are times when I am envious of their experience. They were with Jesus day after day for three 
years. They heard his powerful words, witnessed his miracles and saw the struggles he faced. When I 
reflect on their experience, I begin to realize that I really do know exactly how they felt.  
 

I see the Lord every day. He is present in the face of a little child. He is present in the outstretched hand 
of a person in need. He is present in the people who come, daily or on Sundays, to hear his Word. He is 
present in a special way in the dedicated volunteers of our parish through the example and inspiration 
they provide in our many parish organizations. He is present in a loving Pastor who buries, marries, 
baptizes all who turn to him in their time of need. He is present in everyone we meet!  
 

That is the message of Easter. Jesus is risen as he said! He is present in us and among us. That is the 
message we proclaim every Sunday – every “little” Easter! The One who forgives, the One who 
welcomes, the One who loves, is with us and in us. He gives us the promise that we can be with him 
forever.  
 

That is Easter! That is why we rejoice and greet each other in a special way today. 
 

Happy Easter! Rejoice! And most important of all, we hope to see you again next week!  

 

Your 40-Day Journey of Amazing Possibilities 
It’s not what you give up. It’s who you become. 

 

Who will you become? Sign up at DynamicCatholic.com/Amazing for this free daily Lenten 

video program (sent straight to your e-mail) that will help you unlock your God-given potential. 
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Please join us for our Parish Mission 

as we welcome 

FR. PETER WOJCIK 

from the Office of Parish Vitality and Mission 

on Monday, March 2 

and Tuesday, March 3 

at 7:00 p.m. 

 “A SIMPLE TRUTH” 

Praise and worship music, our prayer team, 

refreshments, and a huge helping of the  

Holy Spirit will fill Our Lady of the Ridge. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
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EMD CORNER 

Evangelization and Missionary Discipleship 

 
You may recall our EMD team being commissioned by Fr. Wayne in January of last year. This group 
consists of Andy Burns, Marianne and Ray Gillfillan, Marg and Rick Landry, Kathy Lape, Jack Sartori, 

Jennifer Tomes, and Camille Winkleman. What a busy year it has been! 

 
We have extended an invitation to the entire parish to join us in First Friday Intercessory Prayer since 
our inception. We meet at 7:00 p.m. on the first Friday of every month for prayer and worship (for 
about an hour.) We pray for each other, ourselves, all of you, the prayers in our miracle box, and any 

intentions on our hearts. 

 
In 2019 we hosted our first New Evangelization Summit in our parish gym, which was broadcast live 
from Ottawa, Canada. About 50 people came to listen to several passionate speakers and learn how to 

evangelize others. 

 

EMD read and discussed “Divine Renovation” by Fr. James Mallon over multiple weeks and we were 
inspired. We then invited the parish to read the same book and learn how to move our parish from 

“maintenance to mission”. 

 
From “Divine Renovation” we heard about ALPHA. The EMD team attended a wonderful, spirit-filled, 
training lab in Bloomingdale. We are proud to say we launched our first OLOR ALPHA in September; 

24 people came together to get to know ourselves better, each other personally, and our God deeper. 

 
And now we are so very excited to present our EMD schedule for the first trimester of 2020!!! Through 
our EMD connection we have befriended Fr. Peter Wojcik, the Director of Parish Vitality and Mission for 

the Archdiocese of Chicago. He brings us his vision, his excitement, and his love for Jesus. 

 

Please join us Monday, March 2 and Tuesday, March 3 at 7:00 p.m., to welcome Fr. Peter as he 
speaks of “A SIMPLE TRUTH” for our Lenten Parish Mission (and thank you to our Stewardship 
Committee for co-sponsoring this event with us). Praise and worship music, prayer teams, 

refreshments, and a huge helping of the Holy Spirit will fill OLOR. 

 

We are so pleased to announce our spring ALPHA series beginning on Wednesday, March 18. Our 
recently trained team members of Laura Allen, Jane Corabi, Silvia Greska, Rob Macchia, Steve 
Madura, Bob O’Dell, John Orzechowski, and Barb Zickterman, along with the EMD team, are eager to 

share this experience with you. 

 
OLOR will again be a host site for the “New Evangelization Summit 2020”. This year’s event will take 
place on Saturday, April 25, 2020. Please watch the bulletin for more details on speakers and event 

agenda. 

 
We look forward to seeing each and every one of you at these events. And as usual – ALL ARE 

WELCOME! 

 

God’s peace to all, 

Your OLOR EMD team 
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I was born and raised in the south suburbs of Chicago. I currently work as a 
dental assistant. I never attended church when I was growing up. Once I met 
my fiancé who is Catholic, I started attending church with him. With our wedding 
coming up in May we want our marriage to be sacramental. We know once we 
start a family of our own we want our children to be involved in the church.  
 

I chose to join the RCIA program because I wanted to learn more about the 
church and Jesus. I’ve already learned so much and feel so welcome attending 
church. I want to keep attending church and become more knowledgeable 
about all the church has to offer. Jessica LaMonto 

 
 
 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL # 13201 
 

40 CANS FOR LENT FOOD DRIVE 
Please place non-perishable food donations on the table in the 
Gathering Space from Ash Wednesday through Easter Sunday. 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Corned Beef Night – March 14 

St. Joseph’s Table after Masses – March 14-15 
Fish Fry – April 3 

 

Holy Thursday Pilgrimage 
 

Depart from Our Lady of the Ridge after the 
7:00 p.m. Mass of the Last Supper to visit 

churches in the area for personal prayer and 
reflection. Free-will offerings accepted. Call the 
Rectory at (708) 425-3800 to reserve your spot. 

E-Giving 
 

Do you pay your bills online? 
Consider making your weekly 

contribution online, too. 
 

Go to ourladyoftheridge.org 
for detailed instructions. 
Then simply click on the 

“Donate Now” button. 

 
“As each one has received a gift, use it to 

serve one another as good stewards of God’s 
varied grace.” – 1 Peter 4:10 

 

Welcome, Jessica! 
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Forty Days, Forty Ways to Exercise 

Good Stewardship of Lent and Easter 
 

Are you looking for ideas to help you with your Lenten experience? 
Here are 40 ideas to fill the 40 days of Lent and the beginning of the Easter season. 

1. Attempt a more intentional prayer life – start a habit 
in the morning and before bedtime. 

2. Attend Mass on Ash Wednesday. Wear your ashes 
out into the world as a witness to our faith. 

3. Make a prayer basket at home – slips of paper or 
construction paper hearts (invite kids to participate) 
writing names or intentions that each person around 
the table picks out before each meal. 

4. Attend a weekday Mass. 

5. Pray the rosary. 

6. Make a point of experiencing the sacrament of 
reconciliation at the beginning and end of Lent. 
Consider inviting someone who’s been away from 
the sacrament to join you. 

7. Pray for someone with whom you are out of touch. 

8. Give up meat on Fridays but don’t substitute lobster 
– make fasting something that is truly sacrificial. 

9. Resolve to stop engaging in rumors, gossip, and 
negative chatter that devalues others. 

10. Begin and end each week with an e-mail thanking 
someone for all that they do. 

11. Be sure to say grace at any restaurant you frequent 
(don’t dodge making the Sign of the Cross either). 

12. Buy a cup of coffee for someone living on the street 
but not until you learn their name and exchange in 
some conversation. 

13. Pray before the Blessed Sacrament. 

14. Reconcile with someone you’ve hurt or aren’t 
speaking to. 

15. Invite someone who’s been away from the church to 
attend Mass with you. 

16. Make a gift to a charitable cause – make it a 
sacrificial gift. 

17. Attend a parish or diocesan event centered on faith 
issues. 

18. Thank a bishop, priest or member of a religious 
congregation for their public witness – invite them 
out for coffee or a meal. 

19. Learn about the life of a saint, perhaps your parish 
saint. 

20. Visit someone who’s alone. 

21. Reflect on the most pressing challenges confronting 
our Church and pray for a Spirit-filled response. 

22. Pray for our Holy Father, Pope Francis. 

23. Attend the Stations of the Cross. 

24. Find out if there is a person participating in your 
parish’s RCIA program and send a note of 
encouragement. 

25. Find out how your diocese is involved in refugee 
resettlement and see how you can help. 

26. Attend your parish’s Good Friday liturgy, squeeze in 
and make room in your pew to give others a spot to 
sit. 

27. Make time for family activities that are faith-related 
such as reading the Bible as a family. 

28. Keep a journal during Lent about your spiritual 
highs/lows. 

29. Make a playlist of spiritual music that you enjoy and 
share it with a friend. 

30. Embrace periods of silence in each day. 

31. Attend a parish mission or Lenten Retreat; invite 
others to join you. 

32. Offer to be part of the church preparation crew or 
cleanup crew for the Easter Triduum liturgies. 

33. Commit to a parish ministry or try a different 
ministry than the one you in which you are currently 
engaged. 

34. Cut your media consumption to open time for prayer 
or scripture reading. Start and end each day free 
from the influence of the media. 

35. Attend a Friday fish fry at a local parish with friends 
or co-workers. It’s not the healthiest meal, but a fun 
Catholic tradition to join others and help you abstain 
from eating meat on Fridays during Lent. 

36. Find a form of Lenten fast appropriate for your age 
and state of health. 

37. Buy a book of daily spiritual reflections, keep it by 
your bed and read it upon rising or retiring or both. 

38. Dedicate a portion of your time during Lent to serve 
others such as working at a soup kitchen or 
homeless shelter. 

39. Participate in Catholic Relief Services’ (CRS) Rice 
Bowl collection. Visit crsricebowl.org to watch 
videos of the people and communities you support 
through your Lenten gifts to CRS Rice Bowl. 

40. Invite someone you know who will be alone to 
Easter Sunday dinner. 

 

~ From catholicstewardship.com 



10811 S. Ridgeland  
Chicago Ridge, IL 60415 

(708) 425-3800 
www.ourladyoftheridge.org  

 

Mass Schedule 
 

Sunday Eucharist 
7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 a.m. 

and 4:30 p.m. 
 (Saturday 5:00 p.m.) 

 

Holy Day Eucharist 
7:00, 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. 

 (Vigil 7:00 p.m.) 
 

Weekday Eucharist 
Monday through Wednesday: 

7:00 and 8:30 a.m. 
Thursday through Saturday: 

8:30 a.m. 
 

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturday: 4:00-4:45 p.m. 

Easter Schedule 
 

Confessions ~ Thursday, April 2 ~ 7:00 p.m. in Church 
 

Palms ~ Saturday, April 4 & Sunday, April 5 
Distributed at all Masses 

 

The Lord’s Last Supper ~ Thursday, April 9 ~ 7:00 p.m. 
Pilgrimage to local churches follows 
Adoration after Mass until midnight 

 

Stations of the Cross ~ Friday, April 10 ~ 3:00 p.m. 
 

The Passion of the Lord ~ Friday, April 10 ~ 7:00 p.m. 
 

Blessing of Easter Baskets ~ Saturday, April 11 ~ 11:00 a.m. 
 

Easter Vigil ~ Saturday, April 11 ~ 7:00 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunday Masses ~ April 12 ~ 7:30, 9:30 and 11:30 a.m. 
There will not be a 4:30 p.m. Mass on Easter Sunday 


